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Region 10 Weekly Report
July 7, 2017

Hot Issues

Proposal to Withdraw Proposed Determination For the Bristol Bay Watershed (AK): On July
11th EPA will propose to withdraw the 2014 Clean Water Act Section 404 (c) Proposed Determination
to restrict the use of certain waters in the Bristol Bay watershed as disposal sites for dredged or fill
material associated with mining the Pebble deposit. EPA agreed to initiate this proposed withdrawal
process as part of the May 2017 settlement agreement with the Pebble Limited Partnership. EPA will
take public comments for 90 days following the publication of the Federal Register Notice and will
initiate a concurrent tribal consultation period. Senator Lisa Murkowski has expressed interest in
ensuring that affected tribes and the fishing community have sufficient time and opportunity to
participate given that the comment period begins during peak fishing season.
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Office of General Counsel Weekly Report
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Hot Issues
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e OGC has been working closely with Region 10 and OW to, consistent with our commitment in
the recent settlement agreement, initiate a proceeding to propose to withdraw the Proposed
Determination to exercise our authority under Section 404(c) of the CWA in the Bristol Bay
Watershed.

Non-Responsive: Unrelated to Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine

EPA-9698-0006571



Non-Responsive: Unrelated to Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine

EPA-9698-0006572




Non-Responsive: Unrelated to Bristol Bay/Pebble Mine

07/11 EPA must initiate the process to withdraw a Proposed Determination under CW A 404(c) in
relation to Pebble Limited Partnership v. EPA
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Office of Water Weekly Report
July 7, 2017

Hot Issues

Bristol Bay: This week, OW anticipates sending forward for your signature, the final tribal
consultation letters, initiating a 90-day tribal consultation period on EPA’s proposal to withdraw the
Bristol Bay/Pebble 404(c) Proposed Determination. Per the May 11, 2017 Settlement Agreement,
EPA must initiate a process to propose to withdraw the July 2014 Bristol Bay/Pebble 404(c) Proposed
Determination by July 11,2017. Next week, EPA R10 will sign and post on EPA’s website an FRN
announcing a 90-day public comment period on the proposal to withdraw. Concurrently with the
public comment period, EPA will initiate tribal consultation on the proposal. The signature package to
you will include separate letters to both federally-recognized tribal governments and ANCSA
Corporations in the Bristol Bay region.
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